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The inhahitants of the Town of Stratham in the County of Rockingham in the state of New Hampshire gualifled to
vate in Town affairg are hereby notified that the Annual Town Meeting will be held as follows:

Date: March 13, 2020
Time: 7.00 p.m.
Location: Stratham Memorial School, 39 Gifford Farm Road Stratham, NH

GOVERNING BODY CERTIFICATION
We certify and attest that on or before Monday February 24th, a true and attested copy of this document was
posted at the place of meeting and at Stratham Town Offices and that an original was dslivered to Town Clerk,
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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

THE POLLS WILL BE OPEN FROM 8§ AM TO 8 PM

To the inhabitants of the Town of Stratham in the County of Rockingham in said
State, qualified to vote in Town Affairs:

You are hereby notified and wamed to meet at the Stratham Municipal Center
on Tuesday, on the tenth day of March 2020, next at eight of the clock in the forenoon,

to act upon the following subjects:

Article 1 - To choose all necessary Town Officers for the year ensuing.

Article 2— Are you in favor of adopting the following amendments to the Town of
Stratham Zoning Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board?

To see if the Town will amend the Zoning Ordinance, Section II, Subsection 2.1.67

Structure to further clarlf?( the definition as it relates to the permitting requirements and
procedures related to septic tank installation.

2.1.67 Structure: Anything constructed or erected with a fixed location on or in

the ground, or attached to something having a ixed location on or in the

grqund. Structure includes, but are not limited to, buildings, mobile home,
ridges, trestles, towersé framework, hoop houses, tanks or grou of tanks

exceeding a total of 500 gallons (excluding seplic tanks), tunnels, stadinms,
platforms, shelters, piers, wharfs, signs, fences an refaining walls over six feet
(6') in height, swimming pools, or the like. Where Stratham Zoning Ordinance
is silent, then the most current edition of the State Building Code shall be

assumed to apply.

The Planning Board recommends this article by unanimous vote.

Article 3 — Are you in favor of adopting the following amendments to the Town
of Stratham Zoning Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board?

To see if the Town will amend the Zoning Ordinance, Section I1I, by amending to
Section T, Subsection 3.5.1, and also to amend Section I, Subsection 3.6 Table of
Uses to clatify the nomenclature and the permitting requirements and procedures for
the various permitted land uses of the Zoning Ordinance, and also to amend the
Footnotes to Table 3.6 by adding footnote number 9, to clarify the permitting
requirements and procedures for uses within the Industrial Zoning District.

3.5.1 The Table of Uses, Table 3.6, specifies the uses that are permitted by
right, are permitted by special exception, are permitied by conditional use
permit, or are prohibited. Permitted uses are designated in the Table with a
P,’ Links pannive tha oraniineof a-special-exeeption-by-the Board-o

(2

permit-frop-the Blanning-Board-are-designated- Wit '+ uses which
require o conditional use permit from the Planning Board are designated
with a C: uses which require the granting of a Special Exception by the




Board of Adjustment are designated with an S/C, except in those instances
where required site development requires Site Plan Review, in which case
the Planning Board shall veview the use as a Conditional Use Permit; and
prohibited uses are designated with an X. The Wetlands Conservation
District is an overlay district and information is in Section XI, Additional
explanation on Shoreland Protection District, which is alse an overlay, is in
Section XI1.
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* ZONING DISTRICT -

1. Single-Famly Dweling, X P X X
2. Two-Family Duelling. P S8/C X X
3, Muki-Family Dweling in nccordance with Section 5.8 of this Ordinance, P C C x
4. Chaster Developnents by conditional use pertrit in aceordance with

Section VTI of (his Ordinance. {Rev, 3/99) Also Senior Housing. X c 4 Cc P c X X

a5 set forth i Section 5.7 (3/05)
$. Workforce and Elderly Afondable Housing in accordance with
Section 5.8 of this Qrdinance,
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§. Munufsotured Flousing; P X 3 8] P X X X
7, Mobila Homes; inaccordance with Seotion [X of this Ordbance. X P X X X X X X X
&, Home Occupations i accordance wilh Seetions 2,1.27, 5,13 (3/10) 83/C | S8/C | 8BIC | P C P X X X
9. Accessory Dwelling Unita in accordauce with Section 5.4. (Rew. 3/90, 3/05, 3/17, ¥/18) P P P 4 X P X X X
B. TEMPORARY RESIDENTIAL USES

L. Ovomight ard Day Camyps, Cotlage Colonies, Vacation Resouts, and 85/C | 8SKC

=l v & ! ) X | x c P X X X

similar Recreational Facilites.

2. Bed and Breaklast b, 85/C | 88/ 8/iC g [} P I r X

3. Holels, Motek, and Hostels, (Rev, 3/98)
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C. OUTDOOR/ RECREATIONAL, USES:

1. Forestry, Wikllfe, Tarber {reserves, Reservors, and Nuture Study arens. P P r P < P 4 4 p
2. Public Parks and Playgroals, P P 4 < r P s8/IC S8/IC
1. Cammercia] Riding Smbles and Riding Trails. 83/C | 88/C X X X i X X
4. Distorie Building or Sfie open to publc. P P r P < P r r
5. Recreational Caurping Parks, Recrentional Arcas, Residential Tenting sgic | ssic x x e » x x x
and Recreational Vehicks,
. AGRICULTURAL { FORESTRY USES:
1. Parming inchiding Dairying, Livestock, Animal and Poultry Ruising, Tilling r P P P o r P P P
of$oil, Horlicultre, Crop Produetion, hcluding cuslonnary aceessory uses,
2. Tree Farming, Comnsercil Trubering, Non-conmnereia! Harvesting P P X P c P P P 8510

of Forest Products.




ZONING DISTRICT.
E. INSTITUTIONAL USES: T
TG LLio
. Private Sehoals, Musery through Callege. BS/C | 8SIC X P c P S5IC 8sic | sBiC
2. Day-Cave Pacilitics, (Rev. 3/95) SS/C | SSKC | BSIC | P < P $8IC c $3/C
3. Senior Citizen Centers, sSiC| S8 | SSIC| P [ P X [« X
4, Moneprofit Lodges and Fraterpal Ovganizations. S8IC | S5/C X P c P X X BSIC
5. Hospitals, Clinics, Nurstyg Homes and Reahiléation Centers, X X X P c by 8S5/C 83C 85/C
6. Funeral Hotye: or Pardor. X X X r C P 88/C S8/C X
7. Plice of worship phis customary ancillary facilitics, (Rev. 3/89) £8/C | SSIC r P o P X X x
8. Cemetery. P P P P C P X X X
2. Public Utilitks. SSIC| S8IC [8SLC [ P C P BS/C BSiC | BSIC
10, Manicipal Buikliogs. p|l 2 | 2 |F c P P P P
F. COM M-ERCIAL USES:
1. Retail Safes, (Rav, 3/13} X X (= I 4 P P P P SBIC
2, Personal Services. (Rev. 3/13) X X P4 P P P P r p
3. Commerclel Services. (Rev. 3/13} X X X T F P P [ P
4. Professiomsl Office. (Rev. 3/13) X X ¥ P P P P P |4
5. Banks & Lending Instiutions, X X 3 P P g P P P
6, Restaurants. X X x | P P c |4 P Frod
7. Filing Stations, Servize Stations, X X X X C [ X X X
3. Motor Vehisle Deakerships, Repair Garages, Body Shops, X X - % e c x % x
Paint Shops. (Rev. 3/99)
9., Veterinary Hospials. X X X P [ < P P X
10, Kennels, with a minimum fot séze of fve acres and a stochure setback ELTol . « % c c ssic ssic X
of a minkrwm of 100 feet fom all Jot fines,
11. Aiports, Ruways, Control Towers, Adniristration Buiklings, Hengars. X X X X X X X X
12. Society fur Prevention of Crueky te Andmals. (Rev. 3/7) 88/C X P X X X X




F..V t'émbIERClt\L USES: =
13, Adul Uscs. (Adopted 3/53) X X X | x sfgict starc® | stac X X
14. Speeial Promotional Sales & Diplays®, (Adopted 396) X X X 3 P P P P X
15. SelfStarage or Wareheusing. (Adopted 3/29) X X X X c’ ol ! c? X
16. Conference Cenler, (Adopted 3/09) X X X id P P P X X
17. Movie Theater, indoor Entertainmvent Complex. (Adopted 3/09) X X X P r r P X X

G. INDUSTRIAL USES:
1. Manufsehiring, Assertbly, Fabricating Cpemtions. X X X X C C X c P
2, Research and Development, Corporate, and Business Offices, X X X P [ C P P P
3. Warehonsing and Whelesaling Operations. X X X X c c 88/1C C r
4, Freight and Trucking Tenninals, X | X X X Cc C 88/C C 88C
5. Bulk Storage end Distribution of Goods, except Fuek, X X X X X X X c P
6. Bulk Storage of Possi Fuels. X X X X X X X X . X
7. Earth Preducts Remowal subject fe the provisions of Section X. P I X X [ C P P P
8. Commercil Sawnrlls, X X X X X X 83C X 88/1C
2. Junk Yards, Recycling Centers. X X X X X X X X $3C
10. Specinl Promotional Soles & D'splnysﬁ. (Adopred 3/96) X X X P P P P P X
{1, Light Industrial, {Adopied 3/98) X X X X X X P P P

Footnotes to Table 3.6 9. Such uses shall be accessory and subordinate to
primary use of the property and shall not be permitted freestanding signage
apart from directional signage in accordance with Section 7 of the Zoning
Regulations.

The Planning Board recommends this article by unanimous vote.

Article 4 — Are you in favor of adopting the following amendments to the Town
of Stratham Zoning Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board?

To see if the Town will amend the Zoning Ordinance, Section IV, by amendmg to
Section IV, Subsection 4.3 () Explanatory Notes, to clarify the process for waiving
the prescriptive height limitations within the zoning districts so permitted by Section
IV, Subsection 4.2 Table of Dimensional Requirements, as provided by the Zoning
Ordinance.

(e) For the footnoted districts, an applicant may-apply-to-the Board-of

Adjustment request a waiver to these regulations from the Planning Board
during Site Plan Review, to exceed the height limit provided it is determined
by the Board that the extra height will not create a safety hazard,

The Planning Board recommends this article by unanimous vote.



Article 5 — Are you in favor of adopting the following amendments to the Town
of Stratham Zoning Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board?

To see if the Town will amend the Zoning Ordinance, Section V, Section 5.4
Accessory Dwelling Units, Subsection 5.4.2 Objectives, 5.4.3 Regulations, and
5.4.4 Additional Regulations to clarify the permitting requirements and procedures
for Accessory Dwelling Uniis.

5.4.2 Objectives: The objectives of this Section are to:

a. Provide a housing wunit in a single-family neighborhood for

individuals seeking affordable housing alternatives;

b. Protect the single<family residential character of a neighborhood by

ensuring that the accessory apartment dwelling unit is permitted only in-an
; on an owner-occupied property and under such

conditions as to protect the health, property values, safety, and welfare of

the public.

5.4.3 Regulations: No more than one (1} accessory dwelling unit (ADU)

will be permitted on a legal lot or property which is already approved for o

developed with a detached single-family dwelling. Fhe Further, an ADU

may be created within thea single-family dwelling, o within an-existing

ccessory structure, in accordance with these
regulations. All ADU development shall insure:
a. The dwelling-property to which an accessory dwelling unit is to be
added must be owner-occupied where the owner must reside in either
unit following completion of the ADU;

3 2 2B FA
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A DUs shall only be

permitted on legally established parcels;
¢. The accessory dwelling unit shall be designed so that the exterior
appearance of the building(s) and property remains that of a one family
dwelling. Any new entrance that may be required shall be located on
the side or in the rear of the building. Units-within-a-garageshonld-be
’ inin o Jook of cderstial _stecht}

of the-strueture;

d. The size of the accessory dwelling unit shall be between 400 square feet
and 1,000 square feet;

e. In no case shall there be more than three-(3)-people one (1) family
having a maximunt 0CCUpancy as dictated by the Town of Stratham
Building Ordinance, residing within an aceessory-dwelling-unit ADU;

f. Adeguate A minimum of two (2) off-street paved or gravel parvking
spaces per unit (single —family and ADU), shall be provided and shown
on the sketch plan. The appearance of the parking design shall be that
of u single-family dwelling;

g The structure and lot shall not be converted to a condominium or any
other form of legal ownership distinct from the ownership of the

- existing single-family dwelling;




h. Prior to issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy, by the Code
Enforcement Officer, the owner shall provide, the following:

i. Evidence to the Building Inspector or their agent that septic
Sacilities are adeguate for both units according to the
standards of Stratham and the N.H. Water Supply and
Pollution Control Division. If deemed necessary by said
Inspector, such evidence shall be in the form of certification
by a State of NH licensed septic system designer. Also the
owner shall provide evidence that there is adequate potable
water according fo the standards of the State of New
Hampshire. ‘

ii. A floor plan of one quarter inch (1/4") to the foot scale
showing the proposed changes to the building, if applicable.

iii. A sketch plan (drawn to scale) of the lot, with existing and
proposed structures and parking, if applicable.

i. The single-family dwelling shall not be a mobile home, condominium,
or located within a cluster development (Rev, 3/18).
5.4.4 Additiongl Regulitions:

a. The Building Inspector may require construction
plans of any improvements and foundations to
determine safety of any structure to be used as an
accessory dwelling unii. Safeiy may be determined
by review and inspection of the structure to be
used.

b. Once any renovation or construction is complete,
or the owner is ready to have a unit occupied, a
request shall be made to the Building Inspector for
an occupancy permit. There shall be no occupancy
of the accessory dwelling unit until the Building
Inspector has issued said occupancy permit,

c. Any accessory dwelling unit shall be allowed to
continue to be used as such as long as all the
requirements of Section 5.4.3 are maintained, If
any of the conditions set forth in Section 5.4.3 are

. not maintained such accessory dwelling unit shall
cease to exist. To reestablish use of such accessory
dwelling unit, the home owner must reapply for a
permit,

d. No accessory-dwelling-unit ADU shall be used for

transient occupancy uses

The Planning Board recommends this article by unanimous vote.

Article 6 — Are you in favor of adopting the following amendment to the Town
of Stratham Zoning Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board?

To see if the Town will amend the Zoning Ordinance, Section V, Subsection
5.14.4.1 Exceptions to modify the maximum height for ground mount installations.



b. Ground mount installations shall be limited to a height (tallest point of
structure) of no more than twenty one (2021) feet above natural grade.

The Planning Board recommends this article by unanimous vote.

Article 7 — Are you in favor of adepting the following amendment to the Town
of Stratham Zoning Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board?

To see if the Town will amend Section X1, Subsection 11.3.2 b and amend Section
X1, Subsection 11.5.3.b to further clarify the permitting requirements and procedures
for development within the Wetlands Conservation District (Overlay).

11.3.2 b. The Construction of Fences, Footbridges, Catwalks and Wharves
Only: provided: 1) said structures are constructed on posts or pilings so as
fo permit the unobstructed flow of water; 2) structures do not obstruct
navigation on tidal creeks; 3) the natural contour of the wetland i s
preserved; and 4) the Planning Board, oy its designee, has reviewed and
approved the proposed construction.

11.5.3 b. All construction, forestry, and agriculture activities within 100 feet
of any wetland shall be undertaken with special care to avoid erosion and
siltation into the wetlands. The Planning Board may require an evosion
control plan approved by the Rockingham County Conservation District for
any project undertaken up—gmde of a wetland. No building activity

(Exception: “Building Activity”
does not include septic systems, uncovered decks, or similar appurtenant
structures, constructed consistent with 11.3.2 (b)) shall be permitted within
100 feet of any very poorly drained soil and within 50 feet of any wetland
except as provided in subsection c of this section. Where required, permits
from the New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services shall be
obtained.

The Planning Board recommends this article by unanimous vote.

Article 8 — Are you in favor of adopting the following amendment to the Town
of Stratham Zoning Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board?

To see if the Town will amend the Zoning Ordinance, Section XVI, Section 16.5.3
Procedure, by adding 16.5.3 d to clarify the permitting requirements and procedures
for Historic Demolition Review.

d. In the event of a change of property ownership or expiration of a
demolition permit, full compliance with Section 16.5 shall be required.

The Planning Board recommends this article by unanimous vote.
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THE FOLLOWING ARTICLES WILL BE VOTED ON FRIDAY, MARCH 13, 2020 AT 7:00
PM. AT THE STRATHAM MEMORIAL SCHOOL, 39 GIFFORD FARM ROAD,
STRATHAM, NEW HAMPSHIRE.
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ARTICLE 9: 2020 Operating Budget

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Seven Million Eight Hundred
Sixty Seven Thousand One Hundred Twenty Six Dollars and no cents ($7,867,126) to defray
general town charges for the ensuing year, This article does not include approprlatmns contamed
in special or individual articles addressed separately.

The Select Board recommends this Article by unanimous vote.

ARTICLE 10: Capital Improvements Program

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Four Hundred Forty Three
Thousand Dollars ($443,000.00) to implement the Capital Improvements Program for 2020 as
presented in the Town Report and recommended by the Planning Board. This is a special warrant
article which will be non-lapsing until the specific items are completed or obtained but shall in no
case be later than five (5) years from this appropriation per NH RSA 32:7 (VI).

The Select Board recommends this Article by unanimous vote.

ARTICLE 11: Appropriate Funds to Several Capital Reserve Funds

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Four Hundred Ninety-Nine
Thousand Dollars and no cents ($499,000.00) to be added to the following capital reserve funds
previously established with One Hundred Fifty Thousand ($150,000) to come from the
unassigned fund balance and Three Hundred and Forty Nine Thousand ($349,000) to be raised
through general taxation. :

Jand Conservation Fund $35,000
Fire Department Capital Reserve Fund $134,000
Radio Communications Capital Reserve Fund $15,000
Historic Preservation Capital Reserve Fund $50,000
Highway Vehicle/Equipment Capital Reserve Fund  $215,000
Town Buildings and Grounds Maintenance Trust $50,000

Total 459,000

The Select Board recommends this Article by unanimous vote.



ARTICLE 12: Raise and Appropriate from the EMS Special Revenue Fund

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Twenty Thousand Dollars and
no cents ($20,000.00) for the following purposes:

2020 EMS/EMT/First Responder Training $10,000.00
2020 ALS Services Contract $10,000.00

and to further authorize the withdrawal of Twenty Thousand Dollars and no cents ($20,000.00)
from the Stratham Fire Department EMS Special Revenue Fund created for these purposes
during the March 17, 2000 Annual Town Meeting and as amended during the March 11, 2003
Town Meeting, No additional funds from general taxation are to be used.

The Select Board recommends this Article by unanimous vote.

ARTICLE 13: Replacement of Jaws of Life for Fire Department

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Thirty Thousand Dollars and no
cents ($30,000.00) for the purpose of purchasing new Jaws of Life and to further authorize the
withdrawal of Thirty Thousand Dollars and no cents ($30,000.00) from the EMS Special
Revenue Fund created for these purposes during the March 17, 2000 Annual Town Meeting and

as amended during the March 11, 2005 Town Meeting. No additional funds from general
taxation are to be used.

The Select Board recommends this Article by unanimous vote.
ARTICLE 14: Adopt Legislation Authorizing Tax Increment Finance (TIF) Districts

To see if the Town will vote to adopt the provisions of RSA 162-K, Municipal Economic
Development and Revitalization Districts, which if adopted will grant the Town (at Town
Meeting) authority to establish tax increment financing districts.

The Select Board vecommends this Article by unanimous vote.

ARTICLE 15: Route 108 Corridor Tax Increment Finance (TIF) District

To see if the Town will vote to:

(a) establish a municipél economic development and revitalization district in accordance with
RSA 162-K:5, which district is as shown on a map entitled “Town of Stratham Tax Increment

Finance District (TTF),” dated February 20, 2020 and which generally runs along Route 108 from
its intersection with Route 101 to the Town Center, including 82 properties along the Route 108



cotridor. The district will have the name, “Route 108 Corridor Tax Increment Finance (TIF)
District.”

(b) Adopt the provisions of the “Route 108 Corridor Tax Increment Finance (TIF) District

Development Program and Financing Plan” dated February 20, 2020 in accordance with RSA
162-K:6 and RSA 162-K: 9; and

(c) Authorize the Select Board to appoint the District Administrator in accordance with RSA
162-K:13 and to create a five member Advisory Board in accordance with RSA 162-K:14, with
the Advisory Board membership to be determined by the Select Board.

The Select Board recommends this Article by unanimous vote.

ARTICLE 16: 79-F. Community Revitalization Tax Relief Incentive

To sece if the Town will vote to adopt the provisions of RSA 79-E relative to Community
Revitalization Tax Relief Incentive Programs, enabling the Select Board to grant Community
Revitalization Tax Incentives for all of the areas and structures permitted by RSA 79-E. Failure
of this article to pass shall not affect the authority to grant Community Revitalization Tax Relicf
Incentive Programs in the limited areas described in a similar warrant article adopted by the Town
in 2014,

The Select Board recommends this Article by unanimous vote.

ARTICLE 17: Modifications of Elderly Exemption from Property Tax

To see if the Town will vote to modify the provisions of RSA 72:39-a for elderly exemption
from property tax in the Town of Stratham, based on assessed value, for qualified taxpayers, to
be as follows: for a person 65 years of age up to 75 years, $125,000; for a person 75 years of age
up to 80 years, $145,000; for a person 80 years of age or older $165,000. To qualify, the person
must have been a New Hampshire resident for at least 3 consecutive years, own the real estate
individually or jointly, or if the real estate is owned by such person’s spouse, they must have
been married to each other for at least 5 consecutive years. In addition, the taxpayer must have a
net income of not more than $36,000 if single or, if married, a combined net income of less than
$60,000; and own net assets not in excess of $200,000 excluding the value of the person’s
residence.

The Select Board recommends this Article by unanimous vote.



ARTICLE 18: Modification to Veteran’s Tax Credit

To see if the Town will vote to modify the Veterans® Tax Credit in the Town of Stratham, ir
accordance with RSA 72:28, 11 from its current tax credit of $500 per year fo $600 per yeat.

The Select Board recommends this Article by unanimous vote.

ARTICLE 19: Multi-Sport Park Construction
This warrant article is placed by petition of voters in the Town of Stratham.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Three Hundred Thousand Dollars
and no cents ($300,000.00) for the purpose of constructing a concrete recreational facility (Multi-
Sport Park) on the southerly portion of the Municipal Center parcel at 10 Bunker Hill Avenue and
to authorize the Select Board to accept $10,200 in donations already raised towards this project (a
total of $289,800 to come from general taxation). This special warrant article will be a non-lapsing
appropriation per NH RSA 32:7 and will not lapse until the stated purpose is completed or
obtained, but shall in no case be later than five (5) years from this appropriation per NH RSA 32:7

(VI

The Select Board vote to recommend this article was in two favor and one against.

ARTICLE 20: New Hampshire Resolution for Fair Redistricting

By petition of 25 or more eligible voters of the Town of Stratham to see if the Town will urge that
the New Hampshire General Court, which is obligated to redraw the maps of political districts
within the state following the 2020 census, will do so in a mannet that ensures fair and effective
representation of New Hampshire voters. That in order to fulfill this obligation of the New
Hampshire General Court shall appoint an independent redistricting commission that draws the
new district maps in a way that does not rely on partisan data such as election results or party
registration or favor particular political parties or candidates.

The record of the vote approving this article shall be transmitted by written notice from the Select

Board to the Town of Stratham’s state legislators and to the Govemor of New Hampshire
informing them of the instructions from their constituents within 30 days of the vote.

The Select Board recommends this Article by unanimous vote,



ARTICLE 21: ‘To tranisact any other business that may legally conne beéfore this meeting,

Giveri vider oor hands and seal, this / 4 # day of February in the vear of our Lord
two thotisand twenly,

Select Board Qgﬁmitﬁham_. NH

&I{)scpti’mvamy /
CQCK,%FV /d:(flﬂ‘“ww
Allison Kneb

We tertify dnd attest that on ar before (he 24% of February, 2020, we posted a true and attested
opy of the within Warrant at the plage of meetmg, and like copizs at the Town Offices and the
Wiggin Meirofial Library, and de.hvered the: otiginal t6 the Town Clerk,

Michzel Hqﬁ“htotr ‘ :
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